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The firft letter of the European alphabets* has* 
in the Englifh language* three different founds* 
which may be termed the broad, open, and flen~ 
der. 

j The broad found rcfemblmg that of the Ger- 
man a is found, In many of our monofyllables, as ally wally 
malty fait i in which a is pronounced as au in cmft\ or azv in 
law. Many of thefe words were anciently written with au^ 
as faulty waufk ; which happens to be ftill retained in fault * 
This was probably the ancient found of the Saxons, ftnee it is 
slmoft uniformly preferred in the ruftic pronunciation, and 
the Northern dialects, as maun for man y baund for hand* 

A open, not unlike the a of the Italians, is found in father $ ra * 
fhtTy and more oblcurely in fane y, fajh &c» 

A {lender or clofe, is the peculiar a of the Englifh language, re- 
fombling the found of the French c mafculihc, or diphthong ai 
in pahy or perhaps a middle found between them, or between 
the a and e ; to this the Arabic" a is find nearly to approach. 
Of this found we have examples in the words, plrne, facty 
zcdfit) and all tllofe that terminate in atwti ; as, relation^ na- 
iiffly generaUm. 

A is fbort, as, gfefh g r $fi> or long, as, ghtze^ graze : it is marked 
long, generally, by an e final, plumy or by an i added, as, 
plain. 

Ay an article fi t before nouns of the ftngular number ; a man-, a 
tree; denoting the number cne 9 as, a man is coming, that is, 
no mere than one ; or an indefinite indication, as a man may 
come this way ; that is, any man* This article has no plural 
ft unification. Before a word beginning with a vowel, it is 
written <m, as, an ox* an egg, of which a is the contraction, 
A js fometi tries a noun ; as, a great Ay a little a . 

A is placed before a participle, or participial noun; and is con- 
fide red by AVallis as a contraction of at, when it is put before 
a word denoting forac action not yet finifhed ; as, I am a walk- 
ing. It alio feems to be anciently contracted from at, when 
placed before local furnames; as. Thorns a Bucket. In other 
cafes, it feems to fignify to, like the French a. 

A hunting Chloe went. Prior. 

They go a begging to a bankrupt’s door. Dryd. 

May pure contents for ever pitch their tents 

Upon thefe downs, thefe meads, thefe rocks, thefe morm- 
tains. 

And peace ftill Humber by thefe purling fountains 1 
Which wc may every year 

Find when we come a fifhing here. Walton* 

Now the men fell a tubbing of armour, which a orcat while 
had lain oifed ; the magazines of munition are viewed; the 
officers of ti mains called to account JFotten 

Another falls a ringing a Pefccnnius Niger, and judicioufly 
nittingiiilhcs the iound of it to be modern. Addifsn on medal. 

A tr ; a peculiar fignification, denotine the proportion of one 
tlnn S 10 another. T hus we %, Thc'landlord hatft a hundred 
a ' , f ’ h c Chip’s crew gained a them (and pounds a man. 

i he fiver inn, that had been hitherto Unit up ambus moun- 
tains, p.illcs generally through a wide open country, during all 
ir * ‘ne - awqugli Bavaria ; whiU; \ »W 12C i/'iwfc, 
a net the r.,te ol twenty leagues a day. * AMfin on Itldl. 
'V, m |lLirlt ; r T'e poetry, to lengthen out a f, liable, without 

adding to the lenle. 
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For cloves and nutmegs to the line ^ 

And even for oranges to China* Drydnu 

A is ibmehmes, in familiar writings, put by a barbarous con up- 
tion for he, 

A, in compofition, feems to have fometimes the power of theFrejneh 
a in thefe ph rales, a droit , a gauche ^ &c. ami fometimes to be 
contracted from at ; as, a fide ^ a floppy afoot , afleepy athirjly aware. 

If this, which he avouches, does appear. 

There is no Hying hence., nor tarrying here* 

1 gin to be a weary of the fun ; 

And wifti the ltate of the world were now undone. 

Shake fpearc s JldSiBfth* 

And now a breeze from Chore began to blow, 

The failors Chip their oars, and ceafe to row ; 

Their hoift their yards a-trip, and all their fails 
Let fall, to court the wind, and catch the gales. 

Dry dens Ceyx and Alcyone* 
A is fometimes redundant; as, arife, aroujCy awake ; the lame 
with rife, roufc, wake, 

A, in abbreviations, ftanJ> for artium^ or arts ; as, A. B, bachelor 
of arts, artium baaalaurau ; A* M. m after of am, artium nta 
gijler ; or, anno ; as. A* D f anno dominu 
ACS, at the beginning of the names of places, generally fhews 
tlxat they have home relation to an abbey. 

Abac rf* adv. obfolete. Backwards. 

But when they came where thou thy (kill didfl £kow. 
They drew abaci#} as half with fhatne confound. 

Shepherds to ice them in their art outgo* Spoof Pa/L 

ABA CTOR. n. j. [Lat. abactor? a driver away, J Thofe who 
drive away or (teal cattle in herds, or great numbers at once, 
in diftinflion from thofe that fteal only a fheep or two* Blount. 
A BJCUS. nj: [Lat. abacus.] 
t. A counting-table, anciently ufed in calculations. 
z. In architecture, it is the upper moll: member of a column, 
which forces as a fort of crowning both to the capital and co- 


lumn. 
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Aba t r. adv> [of abapan, Sax* Behind ] From the fore-part 
of the ffdp, towards the ftern. Dift. 

Aba i sance* n-j. [from the French abai /lr 5 to depreft, to 
brmg down.] An act of reverence, a bow. Oheyfance is 
confide! ed by Skinner as a corruption of abaifance} but is 
now univerfeUy ufed, 

j ABA LIE NATE* v a. [from aba/ienOf Lat ] To make 
that another's which was our own before. Cah. Lex. Jur> 
A term ot the civil law, not much ufed eh common fpcech* 

Ab aliena now. ?j. /, | Lat a halt f?tdito* ] A giving up ojic*$ 
right to another perfon ; or a making over an eftate* goods* 
Or chattels by faie, or due courfc of law. Dicf. 

ToAbaTd. v. a. [A word contracted from abandon but 
not now in ufe. See ABANDON. J To forhike. 

Thole foreigners which c ame from far 
Grew great, and got large portions ot land. 

That in die realm, ere long, they ftronger are 
i.an the} v'»hith fought at firft thtir helping hand 
And Vortigcr enforced the kingdom to aland. 

Spen/er s Pairx ^ it f ? t ^ 

T t A N H 0N 1. ^'r • F Fr * ahandenner. Dei K f J, r.c-.ord . 

from the Italian dbandor.art, which figniBcs to for- 
bu colours, iendurn dtffrtre. Pejqidtr thinks 

it 






